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EDITORIAL 
A Psalm For 1950 


The century turns! What of the latter half? This, 
the twentieth centennium since the first advent of 
our Lord, has been revolutionary. In business, dis- 
covery, manufacture, in war, peace, and prosperity, 
in “blood, sweat and tears,’’ both in trade and de- 
struction, in matters social, political and religious, 
as regards medicine, manners and morals—revolu- 
tionary, whether for good or for ill, revolutionary! 


Is the future but “the past entered in by another 
gate?” “‘The thing that hath been, is that which 
shall be; and that which is done, is that which shall 
be done; and there is no new thing under the sun.” 
So saith the Preacher. Psalm 44 gives food for 
thought. As with Israel, so with us—ours has been 
a romantic past. Our fathers have told us truths 
stranger than fiction. We have acclaimed as our 
God, the God of our Pilgrim and Puritan pioneers. 
And we boasted in that God. Also we believed that 
He would command deliverances for us. 


But wait! Our romantic past comes stark up 
against a present which is horribly real, terrifyingly 
tragic, fearfully portentious. Our complacency and 
fond isolation have been given rude rebuff: twice 
in two score and ten years world-war has engulfed 
mankind. We have sown the wind: we have reaped 
the whirlwind. Confusion is before us. We have 
been taken captive by pagans in our own land. Our 
faith has been made a scorn and a derision by the 
enemy within our gates, until the shame of our 
face hath covered us. Where then is romance? We 
are a shaking of the head among many people. “If 
we have forgotten the name of our God, or 
stretched out our hands to a strange god, will not 
God search this out?’’ 


Yet, even so, there is hope, yea even romance, in 
such a situation as ours. We can find the reality of 
romance even now, though all this has come upon 
us, if we do not forget Him, and if in God we boast 
all the day long. Only but surely, as our souls are 
bowed down to the dust for all our sins and for our 
prodigality as regards our patrimony, and as we 
turn from our evil ways, can we pray: Arise for 
our help and redeem us for Thy mercies’ sake. Only 
but truly, as we earnestly endeavor to obey His 


commands, and to fulfil His Great Commission, can 
we know His grace and glory. Happy is that people 
whose God is the Lord! There is none like unto the 
God of Israel: there is none like unto the Israel of 
God! —R.F.G. 


Are We Big Enough? 


No Christian can deny the need of a revival in 
America. In fact many who make no special claim 
to piety flatly state that a spiritual awakening 
must come or America is doomed. 


World history confirms the fact that God judges 
a nation for its sins. In his love and mercy, judg- 
ment may be deferred, but it is inevitable for those 
who do not repent. 


Other than Israel, no nation has ever been more 
richly blessed than America. America has escaped 
the material destruction which has followed in the 
wake of World Wars I and II. But, America has 
not escaped the moral and spiritual degeneration 
which characterizes the age in which we live. 


Soft, loving pleasure, speaking often in terms of 
religion but living in ease and wallowing in impurity 
and lust, America is increasingly becoming prey to 
the inward decay which has again and again de- 
stroyed nations. 


Surely every thinking person must see the need 
for a great spiritual and moral awakening which 
will in turn give that fiber of soul and character 
which will reflect itself in public and private life 
and again make our nation great, as God counts 
greatness. 


The question then arises, where shall a revival 
start? We believe this revival must start within the 
churches of our land. The next question is, are we 
big enough? 


Bigness is not a question of numbers but of 
humility. Bigness is not a question of organic union 
but of spiritual oneness. Bigness involves a recogni- 
tion that God can, and probably will, work in and 
through agencies at which some of us may look 
askance. 


Conservatives, or evangelicals, must be big 
enough to expect God to operate through individu- 
als or agencies we may have decried. 
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Liberals will have to do the same. Some of the 
most intolerant, and narrow people we know think 
of themselves as being “liberal.”’ Some of the most 
unlovely and conceited people to be found are so- 
called fundamentalists. 


This is a plea for bigness as God counts bigness. 
Bigness of soul and spirit which welcomes true 
evangelism and evidence of spiritual power where- 
ever it may be found. 


Those of us who belong to the “old-line” de- 
nominations often look with disdain and disfavor 
on many -of the newer and smaller denominations. 
We decry some of their emotionalism and we 
distrust their aggressive methods. But, let us be 
big enough to stop and ponder what the message 
is which they are preaching. We have looked into 
the preaching of many of the pastors of these 
smaller churches and we have found that most of 
them are preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
the doctrines which we Presbyterians have held in 
past ages. We find that God is blessing their 
ministry and honoring their witness to Him and His 
Word. We find a fire and a zeal too often lacking 
in our own pulpits. We find a denunciation of sin 
and a plea for repentance only too rarely heard in 
many large pulpits. 


We believe a revival will come when men of 
different denominations recognize the need for 
revival to be greater than the desire for individual 
gain. We believe revival will come when we are 
big enough to judge results in the light of God’s 
Word rather than the ecclesiastical affiliation of 
the preacher. We believe revival will come when 
Episcopalians and Pentecostalists, Presbyterians 
and Baptists, Nazarenes and Methodists and others 
are willing to get down before God and pray for 
an outpouring of His Holy Spirit. It is happening 
now, here and there, and where this bigness of soul 
is found God is pouring out a mighty blessing. 


The writer wholeheartedly wishes to be classed 
aS a conservative, an evangelical, but we pray God 
for the bigness of heart and soul required to join 
with any who will put the redemption of souls first 
in his ministry. 


The ecclesiastical world is plagued with men who, 
taking the name of Christian, have emasculated 
the Christian message of those things which make 
it vital. For these men there is but one door and 
that is the door of repentance, confession and con- 
version. 


On the other hand, there are so many good men, 
men who honestly believe God’s Word and its saving 
doctrines, but who have temporized their preaching. 
For these a change in emphasis is needed, a change 
which will completely revitalize their preaching. 


Then there are those who rigidly hold to the 
essential doctrines of the Christian faith but who 
lack in their hearts that element of love so neces- 
sary to win those of a different viewpoint. 


Finally here are a few whose conception of 
Christianity is so narrow that all outside their 
small group are counted outside the pale. 


These classifications may lack both definition 
and clarity but they represent to some extent what 
is to be found in the visible Church today. The 
thing we must have if we are to have a revival is 
the bigness to first of all get right with God our- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


selves, a “‘rightness’” which comes alone through 
faith in the atoning work of our Lord, then a big- 
ness which holds an encompassing love for the lost, 
wherever they are to be found, and a willingness to 
work and pray until God pours out His Spirit in 
the revival we must have. 


This bigness will not come by looking at others 
first. We have to see ourselves in the light of the 
eternal God, of our own sinful hearts, the Cross of 
Jesus Christ and the need of a sinning, lost and 
doomed humanity. 


God give us the bigness we must have to have a 
revival!! —L.N.B. 


A Decision Which 
Must Be Made 


The effectiveness of the witness of the Church 
rests primarily in its message. 


The effectiveness of the witness of the Church 
rests primarily in its MESSAGE. 


We have repeated the above statement in the 
hope that its repetition will add emphasis to its 
importance. We have repeated it because in almost 
every large ecumenical group it is regarded with 
suspicion, or ignored. 


We repeat it because in our judgment, and we 
believe both the Bible and church history will con- 
firm it, all church and inter-church movements are 
sustained or fall on that basis. 


We repeat it because on its understanding and 
acceptance rests the future intluence of the Church 
on the world. Ignore it and a united Protestant 
Church will wither and die. Believe and act on it 
and God can still use even a remnant to accomplish 
His purpose in our generation. 


The effectiveness of the witness of the church 
rests primarily in its message. 


Accepting this premise let us examine the great 
ecumenical movement of today. Ecumenicity is the 
most burning issue in the church. Co-operation, 
union, bigness, great super organizations, world 
councils, international church gatherings; these oc- 
cupy the time, the talents, the objectives of great 
sections of churchmen. 


The objective of these movements is a united 
witness to the world, but, let a timorous soul ask 
for a definition of the witness and immediately 
objections arise on every hand. The usual answer 
is that each co-operating denomination has its own 
doctrinal standards and that in the realm of co- 
operation this must be accepted without question. 
In fact, we recently saw a letter from an outstand- 
ing leader in the general co-operative movement 
stating that if there is an insistance on doctrinal 
defination the movement will fail. To some of us 
just the opposite seems true. Unless the message of 
sin, eternal punishment and God’s redeeming work 
through the atoning sacrifice of His Son is at the 
heart of a work; individual, church or co-operative 
that work is doomed to failure. In this we are 
leaving no room for “interpretation” which denies 
the essential doctrines of Christianity. They are 
either true or false and they do not lend themselves 
to being true while being interpreted as false. 
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If, in this age when the world has needed the 
clear testimony of the Church as never before, this 
witness is a reaffirmation of the great Christian 
doctrines found in the Bible and accepted by the 
Christian Church down through the years, then 
there lies before the Church its greatest era of 
usefulness, for the means of evangelizing the world 
were never as far-reaching or as prompt as now. 


But, if for the sake of outward co-operation and 
unity, the content of the Christian message itself 
is pushed into the background, as is now the case, 
then witnessing power is lost. God’s plans and 
purposes are not to be thwarted. He still operates 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, not by the 
might and power of organizations. 


Frankly and bluntly the question is this: shall we 
seek the co-operation of men through compromise 
on the message, or shall we adhere to evangelical 
Christian doctrine and let the alignment for or 
against doctrine be the deciding factor? 


We may find ourselves in a minority. But, God 
has triumphed through the witness of minorities 
again and again! 


Whom shall we offend? 


L.N.B. 


Speaking For Ourselves 


When John Alden plead the case of Captain Miles 
Standish, Priscilla asked him: “Why. don’t you 
speak for yourself, John?”’ In a recent editorial we 
invited the several educational institutions of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to tell the Church 
just what requirements they have for the members 
of their boards and for their professors. A friend 
has asked that the writer of that editorial begin by 
accepting his own invitation, that is, state what are 
the requirements made in the institution with which 
he is connected. I am happy to do so. In his article 
on the meaning of Presbyterian Ordination Vows 
by Dr. Charles Hodge (Church Polity - Page 327), 
the noted Princetonian distinguished three steps in 
Presbyterian subscription, (1)that of the member 
who simply accepts Christ as his Lord and Saviour, 
(2)that of the officer who accepts the Bible as the 
Word of God and the Westminster Confession as 
the system of doctrine contained therein, and (3) 
that of the theological professor who promises not 
to teach anything contrary to the Church’s stand- 
ards. That is, a teacher in a theological seminary 
has an added obligation, higher or stricter than 


that of a pastor, because he is moulding the think- 


ing of the future pastors of the Church. Under the 
wise influence of the founding fathers and the 
sound judgment of their successors Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary has obligations that substantially 
carry out Hodge’s positions. I believe that our 
obligations are sound, I think that the mass of our 
people will approve of them, I ask every reader to 
pray that God would give to us at Columbia of 
His grace that we might maintain these obligations 
in spirit and in letter. Only by the grace of the 
living Lord Jesus Christ, only by the power of the 
Holy Spirit can these good forms of sound words 
be a living blessing among us. 


The first chapter of the Plan of Government 
declares: 


“The great purpose of the Seminary shall 
be to prepare men for the Gospel ministry, to 
train Christian workers, to protect the stand- 


ards of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, to contend for the Faith, and to labor 
for the Kingdom of God.”’ 


The second chapter provides that each director, 
prior to taking his seat, shall subscribe to the 
following formula: 


“Approving the Plan of Government of 
Columbia Theological Seminary, I solemnly 
declare and promise in the presence of God 
and this Board that I will faithfully endeavor 
to carry into effect all its provisions, and to 
promote the great purpose of the Seminary.” 


The second chapter also provides. that the Presi- 
dent and the several Professors shall subscribe to 
the following formula: 


“In the presence of God and these witnesses, 
I do solemnly subscribe to the Confession of 
Faith, Catechisms and other standards of 
government, discipline, and worship of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, as 
a just summary of the doctrines contained in 
the Bible, and promise and engage not to 
teach, directly or indirectly, any doctrine con- 
trary to the Scriptures as interpreted in these 
standards while I continue as President (or 
Professor) in this Seminary.” 


Brethren, pray for us that we may continue in the 
things to which we have solemnly set our hands 
and seals! —Wnm. C. R. 


John Calvin On Church Union 
Or Why Should Calvin 
Cross Ten Seas? 


The advocates of church organizational unifica- 
tion regardless of doctrinal differences are fond of 
quoting Calvin as if the noted Reformer were in 
their camp. Often, however, Calvin is quoted out of 
the context in which he wrote and is cited as fa- 
voring something very different from his true posi- 
tions. Archbishop Cranmer invited Melanchthon, 
Calvin and Bullinger to a meeting at Lambeth Pal- 
ace to draw up a consensus Protestant creed to pre- 
sent over against the Roman Catholic Creed of the 
Council of Trent. Calvin replied on October 14, 
1552, expressing his regret at being unable to 
come. He assures Cranmer of his inclination to 
come. Indeed, Calvin says: “I would not, if need 
be, object to cross ten seas for such a purpose.” 


But what is this purpose? The paragraph imme- 
diately preceding this thought and the one in which 
it occurs are both quoted by Schaff in his Church 
History, VII, 799-800. Here Calvin states the pur- 
pose of such a gathering in unmistakable terms, 
thus: “I wish, indeed, it could be brought about 
that men of learning and authority from the dif- 
ferent churches should meet somewhere, and after 
thoroughly discussing the different articles of faith 
should, by a unanimous decision, deliver to pos- 
terity some certain rule of doctrine.” ... “Much 
more, therefore, am I of opinion, that I ought to 
grudge no labor or trouble, seeing that the objec‘ 
in view is an agreement among the learned, to be 
drawn up by the weight of their authority accord- 
ing to Scripture, in order to unite Churches seated 
far apart.”’ 
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Calvin stood for doctrinal unity, for fidelity to 
the truth. In the Institutes (IILxix.13) he says 
that “charity itself ought to be subservient to the 
purity of faith. It becomes us, indeed, to have re- 
gard for charity; but we must not offend God for 
the love of our neighbor.” 


Calvin would cross ten oceans to secure a united 
Protestant Confession of Faith based on the Word 
of God, arrived at by learned churehmen after a 
full discussion of every article of faith. This does 
not mean that Calvin would welcome a Presbyte- 
rian merger in which the Plan of Union glossed 
over the fact that some ministers accept while 


. others reject the Virgin Birth of Christ, that some 


hold He really rose from the dead while others 
treat His Resurrection as only a subjective idea 
without historical or objective validity, that some 
adore Him as God incarnate and others only hold 
that He was the greatest of the prophets. 


When Calvin’s views on Church Union are fairly 
set forth, one ought also to remember that Calvin 
was exiled from Geneva because he insisted on the 
independence and the sanctity of the Church. The 
Church and City of Berne sent down to Geneva the 
form of church worship, holidays, ete., that they 
wished observed in the smaller city. The City 
Council of Geneva ordered Calvin to conform to 
the Bernese program and to admit to the Lord’s 
Supper those the City Council authorized to come. 
Among these were Libertines living in adultery. 
Calvin refused to conduct worship according’ to the 
ceremonies of Berne and insisted on the right of 
the Church to excommunicate those living in wick- 
edness. With his colleagues he was ordered to leave 
Geneva. Thus it appears that Calvin did not favor 
an organizational unification in which the larger 
group could enforce its decrees upon the smaller 
group, but rather held to liberty of Christian con- 
science in matters not determined in Scripture. 
Thus we hold that John Calvin’s eritique of the 
1949 Plan of Union would be substantially that 
which we have offered from time to time, namely: 
(1) it does not maintain the safeguards of the 
faith which Calvin and we profess; (2) it does not 
protect the minority from church laws imposed by 
the will of the majority—it does not maintain the 
sole Kingdom of Christ—that He is the only Law- 
giver in Zion. —Wm. C. R. 


What Is WisdomFYr 


A wise man is one who knows God and himself. 
Such a man may not have great learning. He may 
not be mentally quick or bright. He may not have 
broad experience from travel and varied personal 
contacts. But if he knows himself and God, he is 
wise. 


An elder in the United Presbyterian Church 
asked an acquaintance recently to go to Sabbath 
worship. The acquaintance snorted, “I don’t believe 
in those fairy tales in the Bible!” “For instance?” 
asked the elder. ““‘Why,’’ said the impatient skeptic, 
“that story of Noah and the ark; you know all 
those animals couldn’t have got in there.”’ Further 
reasoning on the part of the elder proved fruitless. 


Now such a skeptic is a fool. For lack of infor- 
mation about Noah he throws the Christian religion 
into the ash can. What he needs is an experience 
of wisdom which will lead him to see himself as 
ignorant, weak and sinful before a wise, mighty 


and holy God. This experience of wisdom comes 
by a confronting of the gospel, a convicting of the 
Holy Spirit, and an embracing Christ. 


This experience of wisdom so alters our thinking 
that the better we come to know God, the better 
we come to know ourselves. Also, the better we 
come to know ourselves, the better we come to 
know God. The nearer any Bible saint got to God 
and His glory, the lower he fell in his own estima- 
tion. Witness Abraham pleading as ‘dust and ashes’ 
for Sodom; Peter crying, “Depart from me, Lord, 
for | am a sinful man” when beholding the mira- 
culous draught of fishes; and John falling faint on 
Patmos when looking at the Son of Man. 


Wisdom, then, is to put one’s self as a very little 
man in the hands of a very big God that He may 
control, direct and use one for His glory. All else 
fades away. —C.N.W., III. 


New Arguments or New 
Experiences 


An industrial engineer spoke recently of some 
of his friends trained in science, who are not 
Christians. They want to argue with the engineer 
who is both a believer and active in the Church. 
Naturally, this man wants to help his friends accept 
Christ and credit the Bible. 


He will not get far by arguments. It is well to 
let loquacious unbelievers talk themselves out, but 
if they ever respond to the gospel, it will be because 
of new experiences not new arguments. 


All unbelievers already have a knowledge of God 
which is universal and indelible. This is taught by 
Scripture and massively dealt with by John Calvin. 
What they are doing is to suppress by proud efforts 
a knowledge already in their mind. This work of 
suppression comes from an evil heart. Therefore, 
the heart must be wounded by conviction, the con- 
science must be made terribly active by the word 
of truth, and the soul must be renewed by the 
Holy Spirit before the unbeliever will turn, and 
then, when he does so, he is amazed to find that 
his intellectual difficulties so-called have melted 
away. 


The best suggestion the engineer can make to his 
friends is that they read a gospel like Mark or 
John and let themselves be confronted by Christ. 
God often blesses such procedure with spiritual and 
happy results. —C.N.W., III. 


Where Is My Family Tonight? 


By Overton A. Currie 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


(A true story that occurred in the First Presbyte- 

rian Church, Hattiesburg, Miss., in 1945, when 

Overton A. Currie was a Merchant Marine Cadet 
Midshipman, Written November 20, 1949.) 


We had just unloaded our cargo of oil and the 
tanker was under orders to return from the Pacific 
for engine room repairs. As the ship came closer 
to its home country the radio brought orders that 
we were to dock at Mobile, Alabama. This was 
good news for me because my home was only 90 
miles from there, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 
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Sunday was the great day of our return and by 
5:00 P.M. the customs inspectors were ready to let 
the crew go ashore. After making arrangements to 
spend the night ashore I found myself in Hatties- 
burg at 8:00 that night. I called home and no one 
answered. Where was my family? They thought I 
was still in the Pacific. Where did I think they 
were? I looked at my watch and remembered it was 
Sunday. I then knew they were at church. At least 
I knew that was where they used to go on Sunday 
evening. Immediately I went to our church and as 
I started down the aisle, sure enough there was 
mother in the choir and dad in our regular pew. I 
put my arm around him and kissed his cheek as 
mother looked on surprised to see me. I was told 
the preacher forgot to say the closing prayer. Soon 
the service was over and my friends greeted me as 


my family explained they thought I was 10,000 
miles from home. 


It was not long after that until I was in the 
same church and heard the same preacher, but this 
time my mother was not in the choir because it was 
dad’s funeral. Now that he has gone on and only 
memories remain I can hear him say, as he often 
did, “Teach thy child the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart therefrom.” 


I can remember that I knew where to find him 
on Sunday evenings when he thought I was on the 
other side of the world. These are golden stars 
that point to me the road on which I want to lead 
my children. May I ever remember to take my boy 
and girl to church instead of sending them so when 
I am not at home they will know where to find me. 


“Liberal” Confusing “Clarification” 


By Tom Glasgow 
Charlotte, N. C. 


We find it interesting—were it not so tragically 
deadly and confusing—to follow the Liberal Wing 
of Protestanism and of our own Southern Church 
as they attempt to describe “this section of The 
Bible is not inspired—this section is’—‘this mir- 
acle has no part in inspired Scripture’—‘‘this 
Book—(or part of a book)—was added by Q 
(or X or Y or Z!) and has no historic authority” — 
etc., etc.! We do not here impeach the sincere 
personal Christianity of many of our so-called 
“Liberals” but the stand of these gentlemen on 
this vital question of a wholly inspired Bible leaves 
us so desperately confused. This witness to a 
partially-inspired Scripture brings keen distress to 
hearts who have long loved the Old Book, learned 
at their Mother’s knee! 


At the same time, this questioning of its final 
_authority brings joy to the godless and the atheist 
who would also destroy the remaining fragment of 
the Liberal’s faith! Witness the quotation from the 
great Baptist divine—Dr. W. A. Criswell of Dallas, 
Texas— (appearing in the December Ist issue of the 
Journal)—and quoting from the record of the 
Fifth Annual Report of the “‘American Association 
for the Advancement of Atheism”’: 


“They (the Modernists) are saving the ship 
of Christianity by throwing her cargo over- 
board. With what zeal the Fosdicks and Shailer 
Mathewses and the whole crew of rescuers toss 
out — the virgin birth, atonement, and the 
resurrection. How long will men sail the seas 
in an empty ship? They will go ashore and 
enjoy life with the Atheists. We welcome the 
aid of the modernists and pledge them our 
fullest co-operation in ridding the world of 
any serious acceptance of Christian Theology.” 


Brethren, what an appalling indictment against 
these so-called “Christian’’ leaders! We personally 
do not know a Southern Presbyterian Minister who 
repudiates ‘‘the virgin birth, atonement or resur- 
rection.”’ But—if we elect to repudiate other por- 
tions of the sacred Scripture, by what token can 
we deny to these “‘Fosdicks and Shailer Mathewses” 
their right to elect to repudiate these sacred Scrip- 


tural truths! And further, these ‘“Fosdicks and 
Shailer Mathewses”’ started by questioning so-called 
“less important” passages and then came to realize 
—‘‘false in part — then, inescapably potentially 
false in the whole!”’ 


No later than this morning, a distinguished and 
beloved Southern Presbyterian divine made the 
statement to us—‘‘The time has come when any 
minister who accepts, in simple faith, the whole 
Scripture as “God Inspired”’ is placed on the de- 
fensive by his so-called “learned Brethren” of the 
Ministry. This is an appalling contrast with only 
“vesterday” when our Seminary teachers and 
Church leaders believed the Book and stood ready 
to defend it as God given—ALL of it!’’ 


The marvel is that the “Liberal” gentlemen of 
our own church do not seem to realize that in so 
doing (1) they completely deny the clear and de- 
tailed statements of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith” (which all Southern Presbyterian Church 
Ministers and Officers have solemnly and publicly 
and voluntarily declared that they accept, when 
taking their official vows and have promised they 
would publicly declare and reveal any change in 
their beliefs if such change should develop with 
them!); and (2) we wonder why these gentlemen 
do not realize that such procedure cuts the very 
foundation from under the authority of all Scrip- 
ture—which authority is the very cornerstone of 
Protestant Christianity! 


The canonicity of the books of The Bible has 
virtually the same historic backing for ALL Scrip- 
ture. In our Confession, which we hold as the basic 
Theological foundation for our Presbyterian Faith, 
we find the unequivocal statement that in the books 
of The Bible as we now have it—naming these 
books in detail—not only was the original Hebrew 
and the original Greek text perfect and directly 
“God inspired” but that God, by His miraculous 
providence has “‘kept it pure in all ages!” That’s 
what our Confession declares (Chapter I, Par. VII) 
and that’s what we have solemnly announced to the 
world that we Presbyterians believe! 


Laying aside for the moment this tragic breech 
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of our Confession, let us look at this “is” and “‘is 
not” inspired Liberal and Modernist procedure 
from a rational approach. 


If this procedure is adopted, where are we? No 
two Liberals seem to agree on exactly and all of 
the same passages that are and are not “inspired’’. 
Which of them shall we follow? Lf each follows his 
own judgment—what can we have but Theological 
chaos? If the Minister holds these views privately, 
but refers publicly to the “‘Holy Bible” and “Sacred 
Scripture” and “Inspired Word of God” in such a 
manner that his congregation normally and justly 
will assume he follows the old, established and 
simple meaning of these terms — which meaning, 
through the years, has been that the Book is wholly 
God Inspired—ALL of the Book!—then how can 
these gentlemen adjust this “silent deception” with 
the norma! standards of honorable straightforward 
dealings of the Christian conscience? 


Again, must one be a “scientific, archeological 
research” Theologian in order to know what Bible 
he may rely on for time and Eternity? Must we 
return to the “closed Bible’’ of the “Middle Ages” 
and of the Roman Church where only the Clergy 
can declare what is “Sacred Scripture’’—and, with 
the present Liberal Wing of Protestantism, even 
the “Clergy” don’t agree among themselves! 


And again—lIf these gentlemen may say that 
some declared ‘‘unimportant” miracle of the Old 
or New Testament is not “inspired’’—what is to 
stop others from deciding and declaring that the 
Virgin Birth or John 3:16 “For God so loved the 
World” or other basic factors in the Plan of Salva- 
tion are not “inspired”? The fact is that some of 
the Liberal group are already impeaching these 
basic passages of the plan of salvation! 


Brethren, this “spot checking’’—‘“is” and not”’ 
inspired procedure can bring only confusion more 
confounded! No careful or thoughtful reader of 
the Bible will contend that it does not contain 
“difficult passages’! Nor do we contend that it does 
not contain passages which, with our present 
limited, human knowledge and reasoning power, 
we wish that it did not contain! But—Brethren— 
these passages ARE THERE! To challenge a so- 
called ‘‘minor’’ passage is also potentially to chal- 
lenge the authority of any and all other passages— 
including the whole plan of Salvation! 


We have long since found it to be by far wiser— 
where two passages appear to be in conflict—to 
believe and accept both of them until God, in His 
own good time—now or in Eternity—sees fit to 
clear up the seeming ambiguity! 


Dr. Benjamin Warfield, rated in the Encyclopedia 
Brittanica, Encyclopedia Americana, The Interna- 
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia (and all other 
authoritative reference sources that we know of!) 
as one of the great theologians of all time in Protes- 
tant history— Dr. Warfield has written at length 
and brilliantly on this theme. He recognizes clearly 
the true and sincere problems involved. He is not 
evasive. He squarely faces the issue. Quoting from 
the concluding passage in his able treatise on this 
subject: ‘“‘The Inspiration of The Bible?’ Dr. War- 
field concludes (Page 36 thereof): 


The question is not whether the doctrine of 
plenary (complete) inspiration has difficulties 
to face. The question is, whether these diffi- 
culties are greater than the difficulty of believ- 
ing that the whole church of God from the 
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beginning has been deceived in her estimate of 
the Scriptures committed to her charges— 
are greater than the difficulty of believing 
that the whole College of the Apostles, yes, 
and Christ Himself at their head, were them- 
selves deceived as to the nature of those 
Scriptures which they gAve the Church as its 
precious possession, d have deceived with 
them twenty Christian centuries, and are likely 
to deceive twenty more before our boasted 
advancing light Mas corrected their error—are 


Salvation. We believe this doctrine of plenary 
inspiration of the Scripture primarily because 
it is the doctrine which Christ and His Apostles 
believed and which they have taught us. It may 
sometimes seem difficult to take our stand 
frankly beside Christ and His apostles. It will 
always be found safe.” (Emphasis added.) 


The masterful declaration by this master Theo- 
logian brings to mind the statement by the late 
Rev. Arch McGeachy, D.D. of the Second Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte—(quoted previously in the 
Journal)—at the time of the “Billy” Sunday meet- 
ing in this city. Referring to the criticism of these 
learned “Liberal” divines of Mr. Sunday’s Gospel 
message, Dr. McGeachy, from his pulpit, declared, 
“As between these able critics aa the simple 
message of Mr. Sunday—I prefer Mr. Sunday’s 
simple Gospel to the wisdom of these learned 
gentlemen who have taken away my Lord and I 
know not where they have laid Him!” 


We conclude with the piercing and, we feel, in- 
escapable conclusion of Dr. Benjamin Warfield 
quoted above: “It may sometimes seem difficult to 
take our stand frankly by the side of Christ and 
His apostles. It will always be found safe!’ Would 
to God the able and brilliant leaders of our entire 
and beloved Church—its Seminaries and Schools— 
might find their place on this vital issue by the 
side of Dr. Warfield and his Master and His 
apostles! 


If 1 Had My Way 


“If I had my way, I would put an open Bible in 
the hands of the Statue of Liberty instead of the 
torch. For after all, a torch is only a symbol; it was 
not actual physical light that brought liberty, but 
some sort of inner light. Yes, the open Bible is also 
just a symbol, for it must be read and re-read with 
eager interest to be of practical use. But the open 
Bible is a truer symbol of American liberty, for it 
suggests the bringing of an inner spiritual light, 4 
truth on which the American colonies built their 

overnments from the beginning. It is what we 
elieve that makes us free. 


A nation may have unlimited natural resources, 
and the best climate in the world, but if the people 
believe that might makes right, that one race is 
endowed with superior rights over other races, that 
some people are born to rule and others to be 
slaves, then those people will never find the truth 
that makes them free. Deeper still, if a nation is 
peaceable, tolerant, and considerate of the rights of 
the common people, but still demands that religion 
be cast into certain molds, then again there is no 
real freedom as that which we know in America. 
The American nation is the Nation of a book, and 
that Book is the Open Bible.” 

—From Church Management. 


greater than She difficulty of believing that we 
have no sefe foundation for our faith and no 
certain’ warrant for our trust in Christ for 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 5: The First 
Gentile Church 


Scripture: Acts 11:19 - 13:3. Devotional Reading: 
Isaiah 42:5-9. “For a light of the Gentiles,”’ said 
Isaiah, in 42:6; “Go ye and make disciples of all 
nations,” said the Master to His disciples. The 
Church, however, was slow in carrying out His 
command. Persecution came and scattered the 
believers in all directions, and it was then that they 
began to carry the ‘“‘Good News” to all men. 


There are a great many “Beginnings” in Acts, as 
in Genesis. In our study today we have the first 
Centile Church, the beginning of the great Gentile 
Ingathering which has continued to the present 
day. The Church has not grown from the Jews, but 
from o-her nations. Blindness in part has settled 
upon Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. There are a few Jews who have seen the 
light, and they become most earnest and zealous 
Christians when they are converted, but as a whole, 
the Jews continue to reject their Messiah. 


Many interesting and valuable lessons are in our 
study. 


I. How the First Gentile Church Began: Acts 11:- 
19-21. ‘“‘Now they which were scattered abroad up- 
on the persecution which arose about Stephen 
travelled as far as Phenice and Cypress and Anti- 
och, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews 
only.”” How slow we are to overcome our preju- 
dices! After Peter went down and preached to Cor- 
nelius and made his report, and the Church ac- 
quiesced at least in what he did, it would seem that 
they were ready to preach to Gentiles everywhere. 
But even Peter does not seem eager to repeat his 
experience which had such marvelous results, and 
these scattered Believers confined their preaching 
at first to the Jews. 


“But some of them”: there are always some who 
see more clearly and quickly than others. These 
were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, and they began to 
speak to the Greeks. The result was that “a great 
number believed and turned unto the Lord.” 


Notice that this church began, not by the preach- 
ing of some outstanding leader like Peter or James 
or John, but by the “preaching,’’ or witnessing of 
ordinary believers. Many another church has begun 
in the same way; because some pioneer, or trail- 
blazer was a Christian and set up a church in his 
house, or started a Sabbath School or prayer-meet- 
ing. This was true in many places as our popula- 
tion moved westward. Many other places would 
have been saved from much lawlessness and shame- 
ful sin, if there had been some “pioneers in Christ’’ 
who would have started some such work. 


Il. Its First Leaders: Barnabas and Saul: Acts 
11:22-26. Tidings of these things came to the 
church at Jerusalem, as in the case of Philip and 
his work in Samaria. They chose Barnabas, the son 
of consolation, or encouragement, to go there and 
take charge. We have in Verse 24 a miniature 
character sketch of this remarkable disciple. It 
does not take many words to describe a man, if 
they are character-revealing words. “For he was a 


good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.” 
If anyone has these qualifications, he is eminently 
fitted for leadership, for these are the essentials. 


The result of his ministry proves this: ‘‘and much 
people were added unto the Lord.’’ God honors 
such men, and after all it is He Who can alone give 
the increase, even though Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water. 


But Barnabas sees that there is need for a 
greater man than he, or a man more generously 
equipped: “Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for 
to seek Saul.’”’ Here is another tribute to the 
character of Barnabas. He was not ashamed to call 
a greater man than he to help him. It reminds us 
of the humility of John the Baptist when he said, 
‘‘He must increase, but I must decrease.”’ At first 
it was Barnabas and Saul, then it became Saul and 
Barnabas, or Paul and Barnabas, for Saul of Tarsus 
was greater than Barnabas, a man of ten talents. 


These two worked a whole year at Antioch. A 
very signi.icant statement is made in verse 26 
where we have another “first thing’; ‘‘And the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” 
Some think this was applied in derision or mockery 
—a sort of “Nickname.” The followers of other 
religions often had the mark of their peculiar 
brand of religion tattooed, or branded upon them, 
or displayed in some way, so that all mi¢ht know 
to what “god’’ they belonged. These disciples were 
“Christ-men,” even though they had no outward 
mark, so they called them Christians, or ‘“Christ- 
men.”’ Would that we always deserved this title of 
honor and distinction. 


Ill. Its Generosity: Acts 11:27-30. We should 
naturally expect this trait of character in a church 
which had Barnabas as its leader, for he was one 
of those who, having possessions, sold them, and 
laid the money at the feet of the Apostles. (see 
Acts 4:36, 37). 


Prophets came from Jerusalem, and one of them 
named Agabus signified by the Spirit that there 
should be a great dearth throughout all the world, 
which came to pass. This need appealed to the 
Christians at Antioch and they sent relief to the 
brethren’ which dwelt in Judea. Cast thy bread 
upon the waters, and it shall return to thee. The 
Church had ministered to them spiritually: they, 
out of love, determined to minister to those who 
had helped them. 


How much help would Europe get today if it were 
not for the direct or indirect influence of the 
Christians of America? Even the help sent by our 
government is due to the indirect influence of the 
church. Some of this may be for selfish, or political 
reason, but beneath it all is a spirit born in the 
hearts of the first Christians in Antioch. Then, of 
course, there are the direct appeals from needy 
churehes, or Christians in other lands. The spirit of 
generosity which showed itself so beautifully in 
this first Gentile church, has been a most marked 
characteristic of the church ever since. 


IV. Peter and Herod: Acts 12:1-23. This is a 
sort of interlude, but is also a necessary link in the 
historical narrative. Peter is soon to step down as 
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the outstanding leader of the church, and Paul is 
to take his place, as the great Apostle to the Gen- 
tiles. This chapter tells us of the arrest, imprison- 
— and release of Peter, and the death of king 
Herod. 


Herod was a typical politician. He killed James 
the brother of John with the sword, and because 
he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
take Peter also. What will not a politician do to 
“please the Jews,” or any other group who are in 
a position to exercise power? In a country like 
ours where ‘“‘every vote counts,” this seems to be 
the all-dominating factor in the career of politi- 
cians. If they can ‘“‘please the people,” or a majority 
of them, then there is little regard for the welfare 
of the nation. A true statesman tried to lead the 
people; a typical politician seeks to follow the path 
of least resistance and capture the votes of the 
‘‘masses.”’ 


Herod was not allowed to carry out his plan, for 
the church prayed, God heard and answered, and 
aan was miraculously released. (Read the whole 
story). 


The tragic and humiliating death of Herod is 
given in verses 20-23. How much like a “‘worm’”’ is 
a man of Herod’s type, and his death is a fitting 
end for such a man. A vain, proud man, earthly in 
nature, is eaten of worms, and dies; an end which 
fits the man. 


V. Ite Missionary Zeal: 12:24 - 13:3. We return 
now to the church at Antioch and study the best 
known characteristic of this first Gentile Church. 


Barnabas and Saul come back from their mission 
to Jerusalem, (They had taken the collection to the 
mother church), and bring with them a man named 
John Mark. 


The church at Antioch was a gifted church. 
Prophets and teachers seem to abound, and the 
spiritual life was at high tide. It was natural for 
such a body of Christians to be honored by the 
Holy Spirit and called to become the Missionary 
head of the church. The Spirit said. “Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them.’”’ Here was a direct call to service. I 
am afraid that some go today who are not called. 
Sometimes the romantic side of “Missions” appeals 
to those who want to “see the world.” The Mission 
field is only for those whom the Holy Spirit directs 
and fills and equips for service. 


Lesson For Feb. 12: The Gospel 
Moves Westward 


Scripture: Acts 13:2 - 14:28. Devotional Read- 
ing: Isaiah 49:9b - 13. The selection for our study 
today is usually known as Paul’s First Missionary 
Journey. The first two missionaries had been 
selected by the Holy Spirit and sent out by the 
church at Antioch, and the prophecy was beginning 
to be fulfilled which we find in our Devotional 
Reading: “Behold they shall come from far: and 
lo, these from the north and from the west: and 
these from the land of Sinim.” 


The lesson naturally divides itself according to 
the places and cities which Saul and Barnabas 
visited. 

I. In Cyprus: 13:4-13. It was natural for Barna- 
bas to head for Cyprus since he was a native of 
this island. The two main incidents mentioned are 
(1) the opposition of Barjesus, or Elymas, the 
sorcerer and false prophet, and (2) the conversion 
of the deputy. 
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of our recent translations gives this as the render- 
ing of the latter part of the verse, “Will you never 
stop trying to make the Lord’s straight paths 
crooked?” This indeed is the business of the devil 
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and all his helpers! The Lord has some very straight 
paths marked out for us in the Bible. How Satan, 
and wicked men have tried to make these paths 
crooked and so mix people up that they wander 
here and there and are lost in the maze of winding 
and devious ways. There is the straight path of 
Salvation by grace through faith, and this path has 
been turned and twisted so that men are confused 
and try to save themselves. There is the straight 
path of true Greatness through humble service, and 
men have been led into the by-ways of Pride and 
Self-Glorification until we see all the pomp and 
worldly glory displayed in the dress and manners 
of people who profess to be the followers of the 
lowly Nazarene. 


The punishment was very severe, but befitting 
the sin of which he was guilty: he who had tried to 
blind the eyes of a seeker after truth was himself 
blinded and went about seeking someone to lead 
him by the hand. 


“Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, 
believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the 
Lord.”’ Sometimes it takes a severe judgment from 
God to convince men of the power and truth of the 
Gospel. 


II. Antioch, in Pisidia: 13:13-52. This Antioch is 
not to be confused with the Antioch from which 
the missionaries came. The main thing in this 
chapter is Paul’s Sermon and the effect it had on 
Jews and Gentiles. It is a sample of Paul’s preach- 
ing, and is well worth our careful study. 


1. Its Historical and Scriptural Background. Like 
Stephen, Paul gives a short summary of Jewish 
History, beginning with the liberation of Israel 
from Egypt; their redemption, so to speak. Swiftly 
he comes on down to the time of David, to whom 
the promise was made of a Saviour Who should 
come down from his seed. He hastens to the fore- 
runner John the Baptist and his declaration that he 
was not the Christ, but that there was One coming 
after him. He then turns to the death and resurrec- 
tion of this Saviour, and the fact that it was ac- 
cording to Scripture, quoted from Psalm 16:10. 
This is indeed the glad tidings which they had come 
to declare. 


2. After this historical background from the 
Old Testament and current events, he then tells 
them that “through this Man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe 
are justified from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.” Here is the 
statement of one of Paul’s great doctrines, Justifi- 
cation by Faith, which he later expounds at length 
in his Epistle to the Romans. 


3. He closes with a very solemn warning to them 
to “‘Beware lest that come upon you which is 
spoken of in the prophets.’”’ We have in this sermon 
a splendid rule to follow in our preaching: (1) 
Facts (2) Appeal (3) Warning. 


The effects of this sermon are now related: (1) 
The Gentiles besought that these words might be 
preached to them. (2) Many Jews and Jewish 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas. (3) The 
next Sabbath day there came almost the whole city 
to hear. (4) The Jews saw the multitudes and were 
filled with envy and began to speak against those 
things. (5) Paul and Barnabas turn to the Gentiles 
who hear them glady. (6) But the Jews stirred up 
the devout and honorable women and chief men 
and raised a persecution. (7) The missionaries 
shake off the dust of their feet and go on to 
Iconium. We will find that this, with variations, is 
the customary results of their preaching. 
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III. At Iconium: 14:1-6. A great multitude of 
Jews and Greeks believed, but the unbelieving Jews 
stirred up the Gentiles. Long time they abode here, 
but finally an assault was made by both Jews and 
Gentiles to use them despitefully and stone them, 
so they fled to Lystra and Derbe and the regions 
beyond and preached the Gospel. 


IV. At Lystra: 14:7-21. Worshipped and then 
stoned. The miracle of the healing of the impotent 
man at Lystra made such an impression that the 
people cried out, “the gods are come down to us in 
the likeness of men,” and they called Barnabas, 
Jupiter, and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the 
chief speaker. The priest of Jupiter brought oxen 
and garlands and would have done sacrifice, but 
Paul and Barnabas ran in and stopped them. (See 
Verses 15-18). 


But when certain came thither from Antioch and 
Iconium they persuaded the people and they drew 
Paul out of the city and stoned him, supposing 
that he was dead. He rose up and came into the 
city and the next day departed. There is nothing 
more fickle than a mob. One day they worship, the 
next day, stone; one day cry Hosanna, and the 
next day, Crucify. It is well for us to remember 
this and be neither unduly elated by their ap- 
plause, or discouraged or surprised by their anger. 
We have seen the same thing happen to men in 
public life in our day. One year a man will be ac- 
cla.med a national hero, and the next year, he will 
be called a traitor. Let us not fear or fawn upon 
the crowds. 


V. The Return: 14:21-28. Confirming, Exhort- 
ing, Encouraging: here is the “follow-up” plan of 
Paul and Barnabas. Do we exercise the same wis- 
dom in our day? When a great revival comes and 
many souls are saved, do we try to conserve the 
results of the season of ingathering? Much depends 
upon our treatment of those whom we have taken 
into our churches. They are “babes in Christ,” and 
need all the help we can give them if they are to 
develop into strong, growing Christians who will 
be an asset, and not a liability to the Church. 


These early Christians entered the Kingdom 
through much tribulation. They had to stand the 
test of opposition and persecution. They certainly 
needed all the encouragement they could get. Our 
converts may not have as much tribulation, but 
they will be tempted and tried. 


There was work, too, in organizing the churches. 
Paul saw that elders were ordained in every 
Church, and prayed with fasting and commended 
them to the Lord. These churches had to be left 
to “carry on,’ as we say today, and they needed 
leaders who would shoulder the responsibility. 


When they got back they rehearsed “all that 
God had done with them,” and how He had opened 
the door to the Gentiles. It was a most encour- 
aging report. God, the Holy Spirit, had been with 
them all the way, and their work had been glor- 
iously successful. “And there they abode long time 
with the disciples.’”’ They had earned a period of 
rest, but no doubt spent their time most valuably 
in ministering to the home Church. Our mission- 
aries are a blessing when they come home on fur- 
lough. We can see much in this first missionary 
journey to guide us in our mission work today. 


Some Questions For 
Discussion 


In what ways can we encourage young converts, 
and new churches? Is it “too easy” to “join the 
—, in these days? Would persecution make us 

etter! 


gg 


Jan. 16,1950 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page Il 


Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For February 


Feb. 5: Japan's Christian Half Of Fame 
Introduction 


Most of us think of the Japanese as a nation of 
little men whom we beat at war even though they 
put up a surprisingly strong fight. But during the 
war years there were several strong and influential 
men in Japan who were sincere Christians who 
stood true to Christ at great cost and who are now 
bringing Christian influence to bear during the 
years of reconstruction. These great souls make up 
our “Christian Hall Of Fame” in Japan and every 
one of us should be familiar with the life and min- 
istry of these Christians. 


The program in Presbyterian Youth is built 
around thumbnail sketches of four of these Chris- 
tian leaders. Perhaps we ask the question: “What 
are four against such great odds?” The Scripture 
Lesson suggested in Presbyterian Youth in Mat- 
thew 5:13-16, and these words suggest an answer 
to our question. What are these four? (of course 
they are only representative of many who stand 
with them but at best they are a small number in 
relation to the total population). 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. What Christians Are In The World? Matthew 
5:13-16. 


(a) The Salt of the earth. Christ looked at His 
little band of disciples and called them the salt of 
the earth. They were fewer in number and more 
insignificant than the Christians in Japan today. 
What did He mean by this? 


(1) Salt was scarce in Jesus’ day. Those who 
hear the call of Jesus and surrender to Him will 
always be the few in number, the minority who 
bring forth that rare commodity of love, right- 
eousness, and good-will. 


(2) Salt was a preservative in those days. In 
those days before modern refrigeration salt was 
used to preserve from decay. Even though sin is 
reigning in our world every individual who follows 
Christ and lives for righteousness will preserve the 
world from corruption by as much as his own life 
and influence. 


(3) Salt is a positive force. In chemistry a friend 
of mine once defined salt as “‘the stuff that makes 
otatoes taste bad when there is none on them.” 
hen there is salt in food it adds flavor. Even so a 
life lived in sin and apart from God is dull and dis- 
gusting. But when Christ comes in life becomes 
full of meaning, zest and flavor. Christians by their 
presence put just such taste into the life of a world 
whose tastes are jaded and whose ways of life are 
failing to make satisfying investments. 


(4) Salt irritates an open wound. Rub salt over 
your hand and if you have a cut place anywhere 
you will soon know it by the burning, stinging sen- 
sation. The world settles down in sin and evil and 
soon loses consciousness that anything is wrong. 
But wherever a righteous person is present the 


world cannot forget for their very righteousness 
brings the sin to mind and sets up an irritation. 


(5) Salt does its work by losing itself. If you put 
salt on potatoes and take a bite and taste only salt 
you spit it out in disgust. But when the salt is just 
right you enjoy the spuds because the salt brings 
out the best flavor of the potatoes. Even so a truly 
righteous person serving in love loses himself in 
turning others to righteousness and in bringing out 
the best that is in them. 


Looking at the matter from the Scripture Lesson 
we can say that all of these four and all those like 
them are the salt of the earth in Japan. By their 
presense and work, even though such ones be scarce, 
they keep back the development of evil, put posi- 
tive good into life, reveal the open sores of evil, 
and lose themselves in bringing others to right- 
eousness and truth. 


(b) The Light of the World. Jesus Christ said 
that He was the Light of the World, and Pau! said 
in Philippians (2:15) that we are light-holders. 
Putting the two together we remind ourselves that 
as Christians we are nothing of ourselves, we have 
nothing, and we earn nothing; but when we believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ He comes into our hearts 
and then we can let our lights shine before the 
world for our personalities have become light- 
holders in whom the Light of the World is shining. 
Thinking on this we remind ourselves of two truths 
that we must know and follow if we are to let our 


lights shine: 


(1) Ours is a reflected light, Christ is reflected 
through us. For light to be clearly reflected the 
thing from which it is reflected must be clean and 
clear. If we are to let our lights shine we must not 
only have Christ in our lives but we must take out 
of our lives anything that would clutter up and 
smudge our lives so that Christ cannot be clearly 


seen. 


(2) Ours must be a light that shines openly. 
Even as a light is placed where all can see and 
where it can give light where needed, so we must 
take our stand for Christ where all can see and we 
must be found taking our stand and giving of our- 
selves wherever there is human sin and human 


need. 


These four, and all those who are standing with 
them, have all done just this. They have taken their 
stand for Christ where it could be seen, and they 
have stood true to Christ come what did and cost 
what it may. They have taken the initiative to go 
down into the depths of human need and sin to 
bring the light of the Gospel of Christ. 


2. What Christians must do for the World. Mat- 
thew 28:19-20. When we begin to talk about what 
we can do we always come back to the Great Com- 
mission, for that commission limits and defines our 
world, but when we examine it we find that it is as 
broad as the love and purpose of God. 


(a) We must go and make disciples of all men 
everywhere. 

(b) We must teach all men everything that Jesus 
Christ has taught us. 


f 
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A Christian is a person who has been evangelized 
by hearing and believing the Gospel and by enlist- 
ing in a group where day by day he is being edu- 
cated and trained in all things that Christ has said 
and done. But a Christian is not a full Christian 
until he is regularly engaged in seeking to evan- 
gelize and eaucate others who have not been 
reached. This can and must be done through per- 
sonal service and by offerings that support others 
who are serving. 


Suggestions 


Use the program outline as suggested in Presby- 
terian Youth and have the leader or someone else 
in the group lead the group in studying the Scrip- 
ture Lesson, pointing out why it was chosen with 
the sketches of these four and pointing out our re- 
sponsibility to help by supporting the Youth World 
Mission objective, to bring some young people from 
all mission fields to study in Christian colleges here 
in America, and discussing something of our re- 
sponsibility to let our light shine in personal wit- 
ness wherever we are. 


Feb. 12: You Have $100,000.00 
Introduction 


The purpose of this program is to lead your 
group through the Bible in a study of what God has 
to say about our giving of our money to Him. 
When we make our pledge to the Church on Every 
Member Canvass Sunday we should not give what 
we think we can spare, nor merely what we feel 
our part of the budget is, but we should definitely 
look at our material benefits in the light of God’s 
definite commands about giving and act accord- 


ingly. 


As we move through the Bible we find a pro- 
gressive unfolding ot the meaning, motive and 
method of our giving. In Presbyterian Youth the 
program is built around a study of the character- 
istic passages from the Old Testament and one in 
the New that develop God’s method of giving. The 
title of our program refers to the fact that all of 
us have a lifetime of earning before us, and if we 
are only fairly successful we will have at least 
$100,000.00 to invest and spend. Now is the time 
for us to decide that we are going to invest God’s 
part in God’s work. This week we will see God’s 
method of giving and next week we will find out 
how we may figure just what God’s part is. 


The truth about giving and tithing moves pro- 
gressively through the Scriptures, and the high 
point comes in Second Corinthians. In II Corin- 
thians 8-9 Paul calls the attention of the Corin- 
thians to the generosity of the Macedonian 
Churches. As you read through Chapter 8 and the 
first verses of Chapter 9 you see an example of 
what real giving is, an example that silences all the 
excuses so many people give for not doing their 
share. Then in Chapter 9, Verses 6-8, Paul sums up 
the whole matter in three great, basic facts about 
giving. Let us examine them. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Corinthians 9:6-8) 


1. The Law of Christian Giving. Verse 6. The 
work of the Lord is a safe and fruitful investment, 
and it is a law of sound investment that the more 
you invest in a sound investment the more you get 
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out. The same it is in the work of the Lord, the 
more you put in the more you will get out. The 
less you put in the less you will get out for the 
Lord. It is a principle of God that the one who 
sows sparingly shall oe | sparingly. What we need 
in our day are men and women who have a great 
vision of what can be done by the Church of God, 
a vision big enough for them to invest big funds 
and big efforts in the work, big enough funds and 
efforts to accomplish great things. Last year we in 
America invested one billion dollars in the Church, 
but we invested seven billions in alcohol and three 
billions in tobacco. Investing in that way what shall 
our returns be? Apply the law and you know the 
answer. Look at our land and you know the law 
works. 


2. The Attitude of the Christian Who Gives. 
Verse 7. Our giving is something that must spring 
from the heart. We must first give ourselves to the 
Lord even as the Lord has given Himself to us. 
Then in love and appreciation we wish to give, so 
we purpose in our own heart what we are to give, 
a purpose we reach when we remember that ‘‘he 
who was rich for our sakes became poor, that we 
through his poverty might become rich.” Then we 
give, not under compulsion or with regret, but 
“happy is the giver that God loves.” We find our 
highest joy in giving and realize the truth of that 
beatitude that most men don’t believe: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 


3. The Assurance the Christian Has in His Giving. 
Verse 8. Many people think that they can not af- 
ford to give or that if they give they will soon be 
bankrupt. But the truth is that we can’t afford not 
to give. We are not putting our money down a rat 
hole, we are giving it to the Lord of heaven and 
earth, the One who owns all the resources of the 
world, the One who supplies our every need, the 
One whose mere withholding of His blessings could 
destroy the earth. This God tells us that if we give 
faithfully to Him for His work then He is able to 
make every blessing overflow for us, use us mightily 
in His work, and guarantee that we shall always 
have all that we need for every good work. The 
only way to be sure that you will never go broke is 
to give liberally to the Lord for His work. 


Suggestions 


Follow through the program as outlined in Pres- 
byterian Youth, and let the leader conclude the 
program by summing up the study with a presenta- 
tion of the Biblical principles for Christian giving 
as outlined in this Scripture Lesson above. 
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Concerning Japan And Korea 


Excerpts From Our Missionaries’ 
Letters—Summer of 1949 


Nagano Ken, Japan— ‘The Japanese now are 
most friendly. It is a great day for giving out the 
Gospel message. We need more and more mission- 
aries. Soon after I arrived in Kochi, I was besieged 
with requests for teaching English. I said no to most 
of them. I really have come back to Japan to teach 
the Bible and try to lead people to Christ. My 
heart and soul is in it and I need your prayers. 
Well, the Lord has been with me. So many have 
asked for Bible classes or to study the Bible individ- 
ually, and I never refuse. I believe when the Lord 
says that His word will not return unto Him void, 
He meant just that, don’t you?”’ 

—Susan Currell. 


Kobe, Japan — “My chief ‘extra-curricular’ has 
been a weekly English Bible Class for physicians in 
the Kobe area. The class was begun at the request 
of the doctors themselves (there is a tremendous 
demand for such classes in Japan today). Only a 
few in the group are professing Christians. True, 
the desire to improve on their English is no small 
factor in determining the presence of several; still, 
it affords an opportunity for the presentation of 
the Gospel to this group of leaders. I felt my efforts 
well rewarded when, at a recent session of the class 
after studying the gradual healing of the blin 
man recorded in Mark 8: 22-26, the President of 
the Kobe Medical Association said, ‘“‘We, too, feel 
that our eyes are gradually beginning to open.” 


“I was especially impressed by my visit to the 
Kinjo Girls’ School in Nagoya. Imagine a student 
body of 3,000 in a school with only two permanent 
buildings, and a few temporary wooden ones! How- 
ever, the two permanent buildings, both built by 
The Woman’s Auxiliary Birthday Offerings, are 
certainly fine ones.” —James A. Cogswell 


“The children of the Mission have increased too 
and they add a great deal. Ellen (her four-year-old 
daughter) is thrilled to have some playmates. She 
plays well with the Japanese, and I am glad, but 
she always has her own way with them and becomes 
a sort of dictator or Commander-in-Chief and that 
isn't too good. Little Americans will take up for 
their own rights! I’ll have to admit it makes for 
battles occasionally, but they will learn. 


_ “~Pve been trying to teach English to the Sem- 
inary and College students and to study Japanese 
myself. | am not sure which is the most discourag- 
ing! Our work in general is very encouraging, and 
we find our days full and happy.”’ 
Aurene (Mrs. W. A.) Mcllwaine, 
Kobe, Japan. 


“With the beginning of the new school year on 
April 2 (1949) I took up my duties as principal of 
Seiwa (“Pure Peace’’) Girls’ High School. Mr. 
Ishii, the former principal, is still our head teacher. 
He is a fine man and a wonderful help in doing the 
many things only a Japanese can do adequately. 
Our school is a senior high school for girls. At 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


present we have only the first two years of the 
course, but hope to add the third year next spring. 
The enrollment has not been as large as we had 
hoped—only twenty-five pupils in all... All spring 
we were looking for a new location for our schoo! 
.-+- for we feel sure that in new quarters our 
enrollment will grow. Our present plant is so in- 
adequate and dilapidated it is a wonder we have 
any students at all. 


“Five afternoons and two evenings a week I have 
classes after school ... One class is a Japanese 
Bible class for a group of earnest Christian women 
from the Kochi Presbyterian Church 


‘““My most recent venture has been two speeches 
in Japanese on the rather high sounding subject 
“Democracy and Freedom”... to 30 women leaders 
of the prefecture, and ... to some 60 young men 
and women employed in the Kochi City Hall. 
Though Japan is now nominally a democratic 
country, the people in general have a very hazy 
idea of what it all means.” —Ruth Buckland. 


Week Of Prayer And 
Self-Denial 


The General Assembly has set January 29 to 
February 5 as the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for World Missions, the culmination of the concen- 
trated study of the Church’s World missionary 
enterprise. There is a logical sequence here. We 
become informed through reading, studying to- 
gether, listening to missionary speakers and seeing 
missionary films. With such information comes 
concern, concern for people who are fearful, con- 
fused, lost. If we are concerned, we will be much 
in prayer, since this is the concern of the Heavenly 
Father which compelled Him to send His Son to 
save the world. And as we enter into partnership 
with God in our mutual concern for a lost world, 
we will give ourselves, our time and energy, as it is 
represented in our money. 


The plan for the Week of Prayer and Self-Denia! 
includes the Church family and families. Guides for 
Group Prayers have been sent to leaders in the 
Church. The pastor and the session should take the 
lead in calling together the members of the con- 
gregation, men, women, and young people for con- 
certed prayer. These group meetings can be held 
wherever and whenever the largest number of the 
congregation can get together and should not be 
the occasion for speeches, but for prayer. There are 
suggested prayers of thanksgiving, confession, in- 
tercession and dedication in the Guide. If such con- 
gregational meetings cannot be arranged, the 
Prayer Guide may be used by different organiza- 
tions and classes within the congregation, such as 
the Women of the Church, the Men of the Church, 
organized Sunday school classes. 


Families are urged to center their prayers around 
the mission of the church in the world. If there are 
little children let them pray with you for the boys 
and girls of other countries who do not know their 
friend, Jesus. The booklet, Day By Day has a very 
fine series of devotionals written by Christian 
nationals on our foreign fields. These should be 
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Write to Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, Board of World Missions, Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee for information about these projects. 


Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Foreign Missions 
JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 5, 1950 


used in the family worshhip, particularly where 
there are young people and adults. If you do not 
a a copy of Day By Day get one for use at this 
ime, 


Pray—not only for missionaries and their fellow- 
workers on the field, but to discover your part in 
the world mission of the Church—and let this be 
but the beginning of a very real partnership with 
Christ as He seeks and saves the lost sons of the 
Father. —Rowena McCutchen. 


One With Christ 


A dear old saint whom I knew in former years 
bore the name of Peter. Every one called him 
Pete. One day, talking with me, he said: “If God 
should take me to the very mouth of hell and say 
to me, ‘In you go, Pete; here’s where you belong,’ 


I should say to Him, ‘That is true, Lord. I do 


belong here. But if you make me go to hell your 
dear Son Jesus Christ must go with me. He and 
] are one and you cannot separate us any more.’ ”’ 
This is what is called in theology by the not very 
clear title “the mystic union.” It is of first im- 
portance, both to the atonement and to the new 
moral life of the Christian.—Albertus Pieters, in 
Divine Lord And Saviour (Revell). 
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“An Act Of Alienation” 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


At the recent meeting of the Synod of North 
Carolina I came upon two of our preachers, who 
said for a church to incorporate its property would 
be “fan act of alienation’? from the denomination. 
They asked me what I thought about it. I was non- 
committal for I wanted to take some time to think 
about it. 


My first acquaintance with an _ incorporated 
church was when I became pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church of St. Charles, Mo. in 1908. 
Dr. R Farris, Moderator of the General As- 
sembly in 1881, was Pastor of this church during 
the war between the States. This church was made 
the legal battleground. In the contest before the 
Supreme Court of Missouri, the property was 
awarded to the Southern church where it remains 
to this day. The church was then incorporated 
with the elders and deacons as trustees in order 
to prevent “an act of alienation’ from the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


I can conceive of a Southern Presbyterian 
church being incorporated for the purpose of carry- 
ing the property into some alien body—for instance 
the Mormon church. That would certainly be an 
act of alienation. But for a church to incorporate 
for the avowed purpose of holding its property in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church would be a 
movement to prevent “an act of alienation” of the 
property from the purpose the donors, both living 
and dead, intended. Our churches were built and 
dedicated to perpetuate and propagate the principles 
for which the Southern Presbyterian Church has 
a stood since its organization, December 4, 


I understand there are a number of local 
churches in our General Assembly being incor- 
porated for the avowed purpose of keeping their 
property in the Southern Presbyterian church and 
to prevent its being carried away into an alien 
church. The U.S.A. Church claims to be the mother 
church, so does the Roman Catholic Church. Both 
of these churches think we Southern Presbyterians 
ought to do a whole lot of repenting in sack cloth 
and ashes and come back home. But some of us 
are not going to do such a thing. 


I contend from our viewpoint the U.S.A. is an 
“alien church.” It is not the church from which 
we separated in 1861. Dr. Henry Van Dyke, 
President of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, official representative to our Southern church 
when the Assembly met in Louisville, Ky. in 1870, 
made a statement to our Assembly to this effect: 
We are not responsible for any of the harsh state- 
ments made against you Southern people by the 
Old School body from which you were separated in 
1861, for we are an entirely new church composed 
of the New School and the Old School bodies and 
are now the U.S.A. Church. The New School body 
outnumbered the Old School about three to two, 
and brought into the union three seminaries, Au- 
burn, Lane, and Union, of New York. Princeton 
was an Old School Seminary and a stronghold of 
orthodoxy throughout the years. 


The Old School body in the North from which we 
separated was as sound in the faith as we were, and 


many of them are to this day. For all the sound 
men in the U.S.A. church I have the greatest re- 
spect and profound sympathy. They are unfortu- 
nately in the minority, and can have little or no 
control over the policies of the church. 


The Old School body in the North from which 
we separated were just as honest as we were— 
they never tried to take our property away from 
us. When the New School and ,Old School bodies 
separated in 1837 the property question was 
settled by each being allowed to retain its own 
property. But when the Old School and the New 
School Bodies united in the North in 1869 they 
became property minded and contested the property 
in the Synod of Kentucky which came into the 
Southern Church in 1869. They took over the 
Walnut Street Church in Louisville, Kentucky and 
Lindenwood College in St. Charles, Mo., though 
they failed to get the church at St. Charles. 


The New School body not ma A contributed laxity 
of doctrines to the union but looseness of morals 
when they went to court to take the property that 
other Christians had a right to claim as their own. 


I was living in Missouri when the attempted 
union of the Cumberland Presbyterians and the 
U.S.A. took place. I asked a Cumberland minister 
from St. Joseph, Mo. this question: ‘‘What will be- 
come of the Cumberland churches that refuse to go 
into the union?” His reply was this—‘‘We will take 
all of their property away from them, so they wil! 
have nothing to work with, and they will wither 
away and die.” Forty years later there is still a 
Cumberland church. About one third of them went 
into the union, one third stayed out and remained 
in the Cumberland church, and are with difficulty 
carrying on, and one third either went into some 
other denomination or just gave up and quit. 


The St. Joseph preacher knew their policy in 
advance—they did take their property. In Scott 
county, Mississippi they locked up the Cumberland 
churches and let them rot down rather than let 
them be used by the people who built them to 
worship in them. 


In Kentucky, I have been informed, to use a 
parlor word they “‘benevolently appropriated” the 
Cumberland churches and sold them to other deno- 
minations, but the Cumberlands went out of the 
parlor into the back yard and in describing the 
transaction they used a short, sharp word that is 
found in the eighth commandment. 


I want to ask the Ruling Elders of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church how they would like a union 
of this kind—a three way split in the church with 
endless law suits over the property, to the disgrace 
of the church and to the retarding of its progress. 
And yet this attempted union of the Cumberlands 
is the U.S.A.’s latest model of union. 


The U.S.A. Church is alien from our chureh 
because they have compromised their doctrine: 


The Old School body from which we separated 
in 1861, compromised their doctrine when they 


united with the New School body in 1869, over 
the protest of one of the greatest men they ever 
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had, Dr. Charles Hodge, who left his siek bed to 


oppose the union, and the church has never been 


harmonious in doctrine since that day. 


They compromised their doctrine when they 
‘united with the Cumberland church. The Cumber- 
lands were violently Anti-Calvinistie rather than 
Arminian in their theology—this was done over the 
protest of Dr. Benjamin Warfield, who asked the 
question: “Why build a big house around a divided 
family?” Again they rejected the counsel of 
another one of the greatest theologians that 


America ever produced. 


They more completely compromised their doc- 
trine when they surendered to the Auburn Affirma- 
tionists, kicked out without a trial a great champion 
of orthodoxy, and exalted to the position of highest 
honor the “bell-wether’” of Modernism. 


Since 1861, the tendency of the U.S.A. has been 
to centralize authority in the General Assembly 
and its Boards, so that they have become autocratic 
and arbitrary, while our tendency has been to 
distribute responsibility for the administration and 
work of the church to the lower courts and local 
churches. For instance we do not have to get per- 
mission from the highest agency of the church to 
open up a Sunday School mission in a loeal com- 
munity, as they have to do. 


Since 1869 the U.S.A. Church has grown lax in 
) doctrine, centralized and autocratic in government, 
/and they have had no harmony or peace among 
‘themselves. While our Southern Presbyterian 


| Church, no doubt, has some unsound men yet our 


Presbyteries, as far as I know or have heard, have 
consistently adhered to the Old School interpreta- 
tion of the standards of our church, “‘in the plain 
and obvious meaning of the words.” We do not 
ordain men who do not believe in the inspiration of 
Scriptures, the Virgin Birth of Christ, the vicarious 
atonement, or any of the cardinal doctrines of the 
Christian faith. 


From our viewpoint the U.S.A. is an alien church 
and any move to hold our property in the Southern 
Church is not an “act of alienation” but the very 
opposite—it is a move to prevent “‘an act of aliena- 
tion.”’ 


With some of our people the matter of union is 
only a matter of expediency, with others it is a 
matter of deep conviction that rises into the realm 
of conscience, where majority rule does not count. 
For “God alone is Lord of the conscience and hath 
left it free from the doctrines and the command- 
ments of men which are in any thing contrary 
to his word, or beside it in matters of faith and 
worship.”” Conf. of Faith. Chap. XX, Sec. II. 


If some of our people are determined to go into 
the Northern church, let "em pack up their duds 
and go—joy go with them and peace behind them. 
But some of us are not going anywhere, we are 
going to stay at home in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, and we are going to see that there is a 
Southern Presbyterian Church to stay in—and we 
intend to hold our part of the property that was 
given to perpetuate the principles of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. “If that be treason, make the 
most of it.” 
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A Significant Omission 
By Rev. Wade C. Smith 
Fontana, N. C. 


In our little Fontana Community Church here on 
Sunday evenings we have what we call “A Little 
Jetts Quiz Service,’”’ which has met with a large 
increase in attendance on the part of both young 
and old. After a hymn or two, a prayer and some 
lively choruses, the board with black chalk and 
white paper sheets come into action. A Little Jett 
representing a Bible character is sketched, ac- 
companied by one or two appropriate objects or 
scenery which might help to identify the person. 
Usually the attitude or “action” of the Little Jett 
- does much to aid in identification; sometimes there 
are several Little Jetts in the scene—or maybe an 
animal or two. At the end of the service an award 
is given each to the first and second best scores. 
To the first one who names the Bible character 
suggested on the board ten points are given. To 
the one telling where the incident is recorded (what 
book in the Bible) ten points are given. To the 
one first standing and reading the record from the 
Bible, ten points. The one earning the most points 
receives the main award; while the “runner up” 
receives the second award. A Little Jetts Bible, or 
a Testament for Fishers of Men, or some good 
Bible Story Book, serves for an award. The 
contest is always lively and provokes quite a bit 
of discussion, and the young people usually carry 
off the awards. It is interesting to note how easy 
it is to make a mistake in the details, even by older 
people who should know better, unless one is very 
familiar with the narrative. Across the board some 
men are traveling on camels. At once a teacher 
held up her hand, and being recognized, confidently 
said: “The Magi, following the star.” “‘Why the 
Magi?” *“‘Because they are on camels.” “But the 
Bible account does not say anything about camels.” 
“How many Magi were there?” “Three.” ‘The 
Bible account does not say three (though I believe 
it is quite probable) but the statement is ‘behold 
there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem.’ ”’ 
So that was out. Then somebody held up a hand 
and said: ‘“‘Abraham’s servant and attendants going 
to seek a wife for Isaac,’”’ and that was right. Ten 
points. And now ten points for anyone who will 
tell the name of this faithful servant (Eliezer) and 
ten points for how many women returned in that 
caravan to the waiting Isaac? “One!” “Wrong, 
there were at least three: ‘Rebekah and her damsels’ 
(Gen. 24:61).” “Ten points for the name of Re- 
bekah’s nurse.” “It is not given.” “O yes, I beg 
your pardon, it is given, not in this part of the 
record, but look forward to Gen. 35:8 and you will 
find that it was Deborah.” It is really surprising 
how we get “mis-impressions” of details by not 
carefully reading the record. The Quiz Service 
helps to fix facts in mind. 


And now about that “Significant Omission.” I 
came guite by surprise upon an opportunity to teach 
something about “Evolution” last Sunday night 
when the subject for the Quiz was “Animals in The 
sible.”’ 1 had decided to use a horse, a bear, a lion, 
a dog, an ox and a monkey. After locating incidents 
or statements in the Bible concerning the first five, 
I began to look up the monkey—and I couldn’t 
find one. Then I took my Strong’s Concordance 
and looked successively (but unsuccessfully) for a 
baboon, a chimpanzee, a gibbon, a gorilla, a mar- 
moset, an orangoutang, a simian, or a simidae. Not 


a mention of one of these in all the Bible. O yes. 
there was yet the ape; why hadn’t I thought of the 
ape before? And, lo, there it was, one mention of 
“‘apes,”’ very incidental. In 1. Kings 10:22, it : 
stated that “‘once in three years came (to Kinz 
Solomon) the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and 
silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.”’ (The staie- 
ment is repeated in the duplication of the record 
of 2. Chron. 9:21, in the identical words—so it is 
only one instance). Now is it not strangely signifi- 
cant that IF man is descended from a monkey, or 
any of those related animals named above, the 
Word of God would fail to give us a clear and 
definite account of it? The one mention of apes is 
very incidental. Of the other items in that rich 
cargo, peacocks are mentioned three times in the 
Bible, ivory thirteen times, silver 311 times and 
gold 465 times. As far as prominence given in 
God’s Word may count, we are three times more 
likely to have descended from peacocks, thirteen 
times more likely to have ivory ancestry, to say 
nothing of the vastly greater likelihood that man 
may have descended from silver or gold! Is it not 
absurd to think that God would have made such 
an omission! How careful He has been to give us 
the FACTS. Yet most of our great educational 
institutions are teaching gullible youth a theory of 
the origin of man which is expressed at its best in 
this definition: “Evolution is the evolving of al! 
life, without the intervention of God, from one 
primordial cell—Somehow. 


BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 
Old And New Testaments 
By Geerhardus Vos 


Price $5.00 


This work represents the ripe fruit of a life- 
time of sacrificed and erudite labor. Dr. Vos 
was for 40 years a member of the faculty of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, where he 
held the chair of Biblical Theology. 


\Pocket Bible Handbook 


By Halley 


An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorts of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
Ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Let’s Work To Build Up 
Our Churches 


By Randolph B. Lee 
Patrick, S. C. 


In starting to answer Dr. Truman B. Douglass’ 
Article in the Woman’s Home Companion for 
December, 1949, I would like to quote from Jesus’ 
answer to Pontius Pilate; “My Kingdom is not of 
this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be 


delivered to the Jews.” 


I have read Dr. Douglass’ Article very carefully. 


I have listened to speeches, and have read many 
articles by other exponents of Church Union, who 


think exactly as Dr. Douglass th.nks; and they all 
make the same fatal error. 


Jesus Christ did not come into this world, assume 
the form of a man, and finally die on the Cross of 
Calvary to start a welfare society. His first interest 
was not bettering the lot of miserable man here on 
earth; but by the aton:ng power of his sinless 
death, to provide the only possible way for sinful 
man to return to God. 


Once during Jesus’ Ministry a paralytic was 
brought to him by four of his friends. We are told 
that Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralyzed 
man. “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven 
thee.””’ Then reading the minds of certain Scribes 
who were standing about, He said to them, “Where- 


fore think ye evil in your hearts? for which is 


easier, to say, thy sins are forgiven thee; or, Arise 
and walk. But, that ye may know that the Son of 
Man hath power on earth to forgive sins, he said 
to (he paralytic: ‘Arise, take up thy bed, and go to 
a house.” And he arose and departed to his 
ouse.” 


This incident showed clearly, that Jesus thought 
it more important to remove the sins that separated 
that man’s soul from God; than to cure the in- 
firmity of his body. 


The mission of the Church which Christ estab- 
lished is to lead sinful man back to God; not to 
minister to h.s comfort, security or peace during 
his short stay here on earth. 


The Bibical span of man’s earthly life is set down 
as seventy years. The Insurance Companies with 
their tables of life expectancy have almost reached 
that figure. But what is seventy years or seven 
times seventy years as compared to the limitless 
span of eternity. There are many worthwhile agen- 
cies today, wh.ch are working zealously to relieve 
the sufferings and ills of mankind. But the mission 
of the Christian Church far transcends that, both in 
scope and importance. 


_If there is anything really wrong with the Chris- 
tian Church today; it is, that so many of those who 


Should be furnishing leadership in her great task of 


saving souls, are spending their time, and their 
talents trying to build a huge organization that will 


_ look great in the eyes of men. 


As I remarked above, I have read very carefully 
Dr. Douglass’ masterly argument for a great, 


United Church. I suppose that he is thinking and 
Writing about a Great Christian Church, founded 
by Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God. And 
yet in that whole article, God is not mentioned. 


The Bible, the recognized word of God, is mentioned 
only once. And Sin, which is the great separating 
bar between man and God, could not have been in 
his thoughts, for it is not mentioned one single 
time in the whole article. 


I do find listed, as the work of the Church, the 
following: ‘“‘Bettering men’s lives; The good of all 
mankind; Defending human rights; Fighting race 
prejudices; Reconciling Management and Labor; 
Community Projects; Recreational Centers and Bad 
Hous.ng.”’ What do you think the Christ who said 
to the Pharisees, “Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s; and unto God the 
things that are God’s”; would say, to the men who 
would harness his Church to such peculiarly earthly 
tasks as these? , 


Yes, I am against Church Union! It is true that 
Union is a fine thing for this Country of ours, and 
if it can be worked out, it would be a splendid aim 
to be attained by the United Nations. But al! these 
are temporal things. The Church of the Living 
God is spiritual not temporal; and it cannot be 
judged by temporal standards, or be bound by the 
chains of temporal laws. 


I readily admit that the Christian Church, as we 
have it today, is not perfect. No agency or organiza- 
tion that is operated by men, is perfect. But, 
Un.on is not the medicine needed. You don’t make 
a bad thing better, by just making it bigger. Here 
is a simple prescription, which, if seriously put to 
work by all the leaders of all the Protestant 
Churches of this Nation, will go a long way towards 
curing the ills of this worried old world of ours. 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” 


DOES GOD ANSWER 
PRAYER? 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


“We recommend a study of this book. It not 
only instructs. {t enlarges the vision of the 
one who reads it. Here is Seriptural truth, 
reality and purpose forged into everyday liv 
ing.” —Christian Observer. 


PRICE $1.00 POSTPAID 


Sent free with two new yearly subscriptions 
for The Southern Presbyterian Journal al 
$1.50 each. 

Will send the book together with one new 
subscription for $2.00 total. 

Will send the book together with one renewal 
subscription for $2.25. 


Send All Orders To 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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United Stewardship 
Report 


Atlanta, Ga.—-The Presbyterian Church in the 
United States led all Protestant Evangelical denom- 
inations having a membership of a quarter of a 
million up to more than eight million in per capita 
giving to the work of the Church, in 1949, accord- 
ing to the annual statistical report issued by the 
United Stewardship Council of the Churches of 
Christ of the United States and Canada. 


Dr. Harry S. Myers, Hillsdale, Mich., council 
secretary, released the report to the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church U. S., today. 


The per capita gift of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S. is $52.64, or just a fraction more than $1.00 
per week per member. The Church has 653,594 
members, as of April 1, 1949, the beginning of the 
Church’s fiscal year. This figure is used by the 
Stewardship Council in determining the 1949 sta- 
tistics. 


All of the denominations making larger per 
capita gifts are those with small membership, 
ranging from less than 2,000 total membership to 
that of the Seventh Day Adventists, with a member- 
ship of 235,460. 


The largest per capita giving of any of the 
denominations affiliated with the Council is that of 
the Free Methodists, whose gift of $148.21, indi- 
cates the contribution of $2.85 per week per 
member. 


The Methodist Ghurch has the largest member- 
ship, reporting for 1949 a total of 8,651,062. The 
per capita giving of these members was $22.70, or 
less than fifty cents per week per member. The 
Southern Baptists made a total contribution of 
$156,606,414 in 1949, for all work of the Church of 
6,000,000 members. This amounted to almost exact- 
ly 50 cents per week per member. The Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. with its 2,330,136 members, gave a 
total of $86,086,965 in 1949, of just about 75 cents 
per member, per week, with the per capita giving 
$36.94. The 1,724,905 members of the Disciples of 
Christ gave a total of $32,584,961, which amounts 
to less than 6 cents per member, per day. The per 
capita for the year is $18.87. 


Smallest in membership among the large denom- 
inations, the Southern Presbyterian Church led the 
field in giving—that is, in reaching and in slightly 
passing a dollar a week per member. Actually 
among the denominations, the Methodists gave 
9196,435,168, which is something like 6 cents per 
day, per member. The Southern Baptists gave 7 
cents per day, per member; The Presbyterian USA 
Church gave a dime a day per member; the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church gave 11 cents per day per 
member; the Northern Baptists gave 8 cents per 
day, per member; the Missouri Synod Lutherans 
made an offering amounting to 12 cents a day 
per member; the United Brethren (Huntington 
Branch), with 18,289 members, gave just one cent 
more per capita than the Presbyterian Church U.S.., 
or $52.65. This amounts to slightly more than 14 
cents per day per member. 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Embroideries - Vestments 
Pw Hangings - Communion 

Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


~Jlalional sas 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA” PA 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 
Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


@ 4 


For information write to: 
G. T. Gillespie ... President 


But, among all these “larger’’ denominations, the 
most the members, on an average, have given for 
the advancement of the Kingdom of God on earth. 
in 1949, is less than 15 cents per day, per member. 


One dollar a week for Christ and His Church— 
among all Protestant Evangelical denominations, 
would swell the church coffers beyond the greatest 
dreams of stewardship statistical computers. It is 
a goal still unreached, except by the Presbyterian 
Church U.S., and her 653,594 members. 


Rev. Benjamin Hallowell Franklin 
Celebrates Eighty-First Birthday 


The Rev. Benjamin Hallowell Franklin, the oldest 
retired Presbyterian minister in Congaree Presby- 
tery, was born Nov. 19, 1868, in Gallatin, Tenn., 
the youngest son of the late Dr. and Mrs. John 
William Franklin of Gallatin. Mr. Franklin, the 
only remaining member of his large and very 
prominent Presbyterian family, celebrated his &1s 
birthday Nov. 19, 1949. 


Mr. Franklin is a graduate of Southwestern 
University and Southwestern Seminary, formerly in 
Nashville, Tenn. He served two years as a foreign 
missionary in Hangchow, China. 


Since that time he has served churches in Madi- 
son, Tenn.; Springfield, W. Va.; Falling Water. 
Hedgeville, W. Va.; Pleasant Grove, near Chester, 
S. C.,and Aimwell Church in Ridgeway, S. C., where 
he preached for 17 years and from which Church, 
five years ago, he was retired. Since then he and 
Mrs. Franklin have been living at 5125 Middleton 
Street, Columbia, S. C. 
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Mr. Franklin was one of the ablest and most 
popular ministers of the Southern and Northern 
Presbyterian Churches. In addition to his religious 
activities, until his health failed a year ago, he 
always took a vital interest in worthy civic move- 
ments and educational causes. He is deeply loved 
by all who know him for his quiet, gentle and 
humble christian manner. His friends, loved ones 
and acquaintances love and respect him for his 
high standards of living, his fine christian ideals and 
his integrity. 


Mr. and Mrs. Franklin are parents of seven 
children, six of whom are living in North and 
South Carolina. One son, John Stuart, died August, 
1936. Those remaining are: B. H. Franklin, Jr.; 
Mrs. J. Wilbur Long (Evelyn Franklin); James 
William Franklin, all of Columbia, S. C.; Mrs. Joe 
Wylie (Sara Franklin) of Chester, S. C.; Mrs. 
Howard Pace (Anna Margaret Franklin) of Char- 
lotte, N. C.; Charles Pearcy Franklin of Lenoir, N. 
C. The following ten grandchildren: Mrs. W. E. 
Caughman, Jr. (Virginia Wylie), and Mary Jo 
Wylie, Columbia, S. C.; Sally and Franklin Wylie, 
Chester, S. C.; Margaret and Nan Franklin, Ann 
and Mary Evelyn Long, Columbia, S. C.; Howard 
C. Pace, Jr., Charlotte, N. C.; Patsy Franklin, 
Lenoir, N. C.; and one great grandson, William 
Edward Caughman, III, Columbia, S. C. 


Felix Hope Leslie 


Felix Hope Leslie, of Hillsboro, Texas, was called 
to his heavenly home on November 30, 1949. Mr. 
Leslie was born in Smith Station, Alabama on July 
11, 1869. His father was Thomas Robert Leslie and 
his mother was Nancy Caroline Gates. On Nov. 19, 
1896, he married Miss Jennie Lillian Thomas, and 
they moved to Barilett, Texas in 1900. Both Mr. 
Leslie and his wife were very active in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Bartlett. In 1920 they 
moved to Hillsboro, Texas, and immediately became 
active members of the First Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Leslie is survived by one son, Thomas Robert 
Leslie, of Milford, Texas; one grandson, Thomas 
Robert Leslie, III of Dallas, Texas; one great grand- 
daughter, Jeanne Leslie, of Dallas, Texas; two 
sisters, Mrs. Vera Collins of Alexander City, Ala., 
and Mrs. A. Y. Malone, of Dothan, Ala.; and one 
brother, James Leslie, of Troy, Ala. 


Mr. Leslie was a man who read his Bible. He 
wrote in the flyleaf of the Bible he had used for 
43 years these words: ‘The reading and study of 
this book has guided my footsteps through life. 
When I was weak, it gave me strength. It has been 
a joy to my soul in showing others the way of 
everlasting life. After I am forgotten, may it still 
be used to make others happy.” 


Mr. Leslie was an active business man to the very 
end of his life. He had sold automobiles, general 
merchandise, insurance, and at the time of his 
death, was engaged in the real estate business. He 
always said that God was his helper, and he always 
looked for opportunities to present the cause of 
Christ and His Kingdom even during his business 
transactions. 


As a churchman, he was a model, never missing 
a service unless providentially hindered. He served 
as an Elder for 55 years. He attended two sessions 
of the General Assembly of our-church. He served 
on many committees of his church, not only locally, 
but on a Presbytery and Synod level also. For 


Mh 


When You Make Your Will — 


There’s one Beneficiary you won't 
want to overlook. 


Perhaps you have taken an active part in the 
work of the Church while living. Or maybe 
you have not done as mu of that sort of 
thing as you should. In either case, when you 
make your will you have the opportunity of 
giving a Legacy from your estate to carry on 
the work that you can no longer do. 


If you wish to name the Board of World Mis- 
sions in your will, the following form of be- 
quest should be used: 


“T give, devise and bequeath to the Board 
of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, a corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of the 
State of Tennessee, with offices at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., the sum of 
(or the following property, — 


For full information and assistance in making 
bequest to Foreign Missions, write to: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


Boarp Or WorLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 — Nashville 1, Tenn. 


LET YOUR LAWYER 
DRAW YOUR WILL 


Perhaps you have put off this privilege of 
disposing of your property exactly in ac- 
cordance with your wishes. Perhaps your 
will should be re-written to meet changing 
conditions. In either event, consult your 
attorney. Only a good lawyer can give your 
will the legal attention it must have to 
avoid serious mistakes. 
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years he taught a Sunday School Class of Senior 
boys. He was a tither, who kept record of his 
income, and saw to it that the Lord received His 
part and more. He was one of those men who never 
grow old, for he kept his mind young. He was 
blessed with enthusiasm for the Church and its 
program. 

Because of all these reasons and many more, be 
it resolved: That we, the members of the session of 
this church, express our gratitude and admiration 
for Mr. Leslie’s consecration and lifelong service in 
the Kingdom. 

Be it further resolved: That this statement be 
spread upon our minutes and copies sent to the 
family and to the church papers. 


“Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord. os 
that they may rest from their labors, and their 
works do follow them.” 


Eugene E. Wood, Moderator, 
C. H. Clark, Clerk. 
Dec. 7, 1949. 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS’ INSTITUTE 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
Monday - Thursday, Jan. 30 - Feb. 2, 1950. 


The Town and Country Pastors’ Institute for the 
Union Seminary area will be held at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Richmond, Va., beginning on 
Monday night, January 30, and ending at lunch on 
Thursday, February 2. This is the first Institute for 
town and country pastors at Union Seminary since 
November of 1946. 


A splendid program has been planned. Among the 
evening lecturers will be Hon. Kerr Scott, 
Governor of North Carolina, and Mr. W. E. Price, 
Moderator of the General Assembly. 


There will be four periods each morning: 
1. Bible Hour - led by Dr. Donald Miller. 


. Present day problems of the Rural Pastor, led 
by three pastors. 


to 


3. Stewardship, Evangelism and Visual Education, 
by selected leaders. 


4. “How We Did It” - stories of recent projects in 
Town and Country Churches. 


The afternoons will be left free for library brows- 
ing, personal conferences, and recreation. 


Invitations to attend this Institute have been 
mailed to a large number of town and country 
pastors in the Union Seminary area, and many have 
accepted. 


Limited space makes it impossible to offer enter- 
tainment for others than those accepted. If there 
are other pastors of town and country churches who 
have not yet received an invitation but who would 
like to attend, please write me. Of course, there 
are no limitations for those who make arrangements 
for their own living quarters while in Richmond. 


James M. Carr, Secretary, 

Town and Country Church Department, 
605 Henry Grady Building, 

Atlanta, Ga. 


KING COLLEGE 


Announcement has just been made of a gift of 
$30,000 to King College by the Kresge Foundation, 
of Detroit, Michigan. 


This gift was transmitted in a letter of Mr. Amos 
F. Gregory, the Secretary of the Foundation, to 
Dr. R. T. L. Liston, President of King College. 
Along with the letter was the Foundation’s check 
for $30,000.00. 


This gift is made as a means of doing honor to 
Dr. Joseph A. Vance, Pastor Emeritus of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Detroit, and the oldest 
living alumnus of King College. 


This gift will be used to provide furnishings and 
equipment for the new annex to the Margaret M. 
Sells Science Hall, construction of which was begun 
in September. 


The General Education Board, the educational 
Foundation of Mr. John D. Rockerfeller, had al- 
ready made a significant gift to the King College 
Library, in recent months. This gift from another 
of the major educational foundations of the country 
serves further to emphasize their recognition of the 
soundness of the educational program of King 
College, with its emphasis on moral character and 
thorough academic work. 


Presbytery Of St. Johns 


The Presbytery of St. Johns met in Pro-Re-Nata 
meeting in the First Presbyterian Church, Plant 
City, December 2, with the present Moderator, 
Rev. Ned Iverson, presiding. 


Rev. James Coad was received from Transylvania 
Presbytery and a Commission appointed to install 
him as Pastor of the Dade City Church. Rev. E. 
Osborn McKay, Student Pastor at the University of 
Florida, was received from Suwannee Presbytery 
and a Commission was appointed to install him as 
Pastor of the Leesburg Church. Dr. M. E. Melvin, 
who has represented Oklahoma Synod on the As- 
sembly’s Home Mission Council for its entire 
history, was received from Mangum Presbytery and 
was given the Power of Evangelist as minister to 
the Greater Melbourne area. Dr. Melvin is starting 
an entirely new church at Melbourne and will con- 
duct his first service on Sunday, December 18. 


A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk. 
St. Johns Presbytery. 


South Carolina Ministers’ 
Convocation 


The Board of Religious Education of the Synod 
of South Carolina is sponsoring a Minister’s Con- 
vocation to be held in the First Presbytertian 
Church of Columbia on January 17-18, 1950. 


Dr. Norman G. Dunning, Warden of Haworth 
Hall, Hull England will lecture on the subject, 
“Thought Trends In Europe Today,” and Professor 
James T. Cleland, Professor of Preaching in the 
Divinity School of Duke University and Preacher 
to the University will speak on the subject, “The 
Blessed Chore of Next Sunday’s Sermon.” 


Seminars will be held dealing with the following 
subjects: Aleoholism, Neill Truesdale; Marriage 
and Divorce, E. G. Lilly; Personality Adjustments, 
Dr. W. A. Chapman. 
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Wichita Falls, Tex. 


On April 6, 1948, the First Southern Presbyterian 
Church of Wichita Falls, Texas broke ground for a 
new $350,000.00 Church Building in the Country 
Club Estates of our city. 


This New Church will be named The Fain 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, U. S., in sacred 
memory of Mrs. J. G. Fain, one of our most faithful 
and devoted thembers whom God ealled to her 
Eternal Reward ten years ago. 


On January 1, 1950 we plan to hold our first 
service in the Educational Building, and are greatly 
encouraged in our hopes of using the Sanctuary 
within a very few weeks, and at that time we will 
have our formal “Opening Day” services. 

Robert L. Cowan, Pastor. 


World Missions Receipts 
Apr. 1, to Nov. 30, 1948 .................) $660,120.84 
Apr. 1, to Nov. 30, 1949 .... 550,956.44 
Program Of Progress 
Apr. 1, to Nov. 30, 1949 (Net) .......... $131,047.68 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“Pastoral Leadership.” By Andrew W. Black- 
wood. Published by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $3.00. 


For three decades Dr. Blackwood has poured a 
steady stream of books into the Protestant ministry. 
He is pre-eminently the preacher’s preacher. He 
delights to assist in making the minister’s task more 
effective. This book was designed especially for this 
purpose. It emphasizes the importance of church 
management and the pastor’s leadership in every 
phase of the Church’s program. 


Dr. Blackwood believes that a congregation could 
double its effectiveness if it would define its ob- 
jectives and strive to reach these goals. He sets 
forth eight goals for an ideal Church. He rightly 
placed evangelism at the top of the list. His seventh 
objective, called “universal brotherhood,” should 
have been clarified and amplified. It is the weakest 
of the eight. 


One of the most useful chapters is on “The First 
Year On The Field.” Dr. Blackwood is convinced 
that to a large extent the first year in a pastorate 
goes far to determine its effectiveness or its failure. 
He observes: “The most frequent causes of failure, 
or dissatisfaction, find their roots here.” 


The chapter on “The Program For Young Peo- 
ple” is somewhat sketchy but contains a number of 
fine suggestions. The question about dancing in the 
Church is discussed. He is of the opinion that the 
minister should explain to those advocating such a 
practice the spirituality and holiness of the build- 
ing. He notes: “Some of the young people them- 
selves do not believe in such a use of church pre- 
mises. They notice that church dancing on Saturday 
night does not attract young people to worship on 


Sunday morning, or make them feel an interest in 
any religious program.” Again he observes: “Any- 
one who visits many churches and watches their in- 
fluence will find that few of our ministers and mis- 
sionaries come from congregations that permit 
dancing in church parlors.” 


This book will inspire the pastor to strive for a 
more ideal leadership of the flock over which God 
has made him an overseer. It will help to change a 
man’s ministry from drudgery to delight. Such a 
book would make a most useful present to seminary 
students or the working pastor. 

—John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
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Giving A Reason For Our Hope. By Car! F. H. 
Henry. Published by W. A. Wilde Co., 131 Claren- 
don St., Boston, Mass Price $1.50. This book is 
written for the inquisitive student mind that is 
interested in a philosophy that is more satisfying 
that the philosophy of naturalism. It is especially 
helpful in giving the Biblical view of God and the 
world to fit the thinking on the campus of today. 
It is written in the form of question and answer and 
deals with the great issues in the field of theology. 
The language is not over-technical; the average 
reader can find enjoyment and edification in it. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“‘Hidden Rocks.”” By Harry Jaeger. Published by 
The Fellowship Press, 9 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 
Price $2.00. The author of this book is the beloved 
pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church of Tren- 
ton, N. J. He has given us a splendid devotional 
Commentary on the Epistle of Jude. At all points 
he rings true to the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith. His scholarship is trustworthy. He never com- 
promises with any type of Modernism. He is con- 
scious of current apostate trends in the Church 
and meets them fearlessly and intelligently. The 
introduction to this book is entitled “No Peace 
Without Purity.”” He shows that there can be no 
peace within the Church as long as its doctrinal 
purity is besmirched. He says: “There can be no 
peace as long as men take their vows of ordination 
with mental reservations.” This message is a 
needed one. It should make excellent reading for 


our younger ministers and growing laymen. 
—John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
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Notes On The Parables Of Our Lord (Popular 
Edition). By Richard Chevenix Trench. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1948. 211 pages. $2.50. 
This is an abbreviated reprint of the 1861 edition 
of Archbishop Trench’s standard work on the Par- 
ables. The condensation seems to have been well 
done, on the whole, though there are places where 
it probably should have been less drastic. This is 
particularly true with reference to the footnotes, as 
e.g. in Chapter 4, where but two of the original 
fourteen have been retained. An improvement for 
those who are limited to the English language as a 
medium is the elimination of all quotations in 
Greek, Latin, French and German. 

— J. E.. Cousar, Jr. 
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